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men, as affording 1 them a ready guide in their examinations of witnesses, as to 
the nature of the questions which will be calculated to throw light on the sub* 
jeet To the medical man it also has this advantage, that he will not be per* 
plexed with questions to which no definite answer can be returned. For it is 
well known that it is infinitely more difficult to return clear and perspicuous 
replies to the interrogatories of one who is wholly ignorant of the subject mat¬ 
ter, than to those of one who is competently skilled, in the same manner as an 
experienced fencer finds it more harassing to parry or repel the attack of one 
wholly ignorant of the use of the sword, than of one who possesses equal know¬ 
ledge with himself. 

We think a republication of this work, altered and remodelled to suit our 
courts with occasional references to decisions, would be an exceedingly impor¬ 
tant addition to every lawyers library. II* E. G. 

XXIV. A Manual of Materia Medico and Pharmacy, comprising a Concise Per 
scription of the Articles Used in Medicine; their Physical and Chemical Proper - 
ties; the Botanical Characters of the Medicinal Plants; and the Formulae for the 
Principal OJidnal Preparations of the American, Parisian, London, Dublin , 
Edinburgh, tic. Pharmacopoeia; with Observations on the Proper Mode of Com¬ 
bining and Administering Remedies . By H. M. Edwards, M. D. and P. Va- 
VASsxcn, M. D. Translated from the French, with numerous Additions and 
Corrections, and adapted to the Practice of Medicine and the Art of Phar¬ 
macy in the United States. By Joseph Toono, M. D. Member of the Phila¬ 
delphia Medical Society, and E. Dcrawd, Member of the Philadelphia Col¬ 
lege of Pharmacy. Philadelphia, 8vo. pp. 623. 

Drs. Edwards and Vavasseur have displayed much skill and judgment in the 
preparation of this manual. Nothing new appears to be omitted, whilst the old 
materials have been carefully sifted, and the valuable portions alone retained. 
In effecting this operation, there has been little proscription even among the 
simples, a forbearance which we think commendable. 

The professed aim of the authors was to prepare such a treatise as would 
prove useful to students and young practitioners, by presenting in as small a 
compass as possible all essential information relative to materia medica and 
pharmacy. This they have accomplished in a highly creditable manner, and 
that wc are not singular in this opinion, is demonstrated by the speedy demand 
there has been for a new edition. It is this second edition which has furnished 
the text for the present translation. The authors state, that without having 
departed from their original plan, they have entirely re-written their manual, 
supplied several omissions, and rendered it otherwise much more complete. 
The little concord that subsists in the arrangements adopted by different wri¬ 
ters of eminence, shows the contrariety of opinion that has subsisted in relation 
to the most proper mode of classifying the objects embraced in the materia 
medica. Neither is this point at all settled, in France at least, since in a late me¬ 
moir upon the subject by M. Cap, an apothecary, of Lyons, though crowned 
by the Medical Society of Paris, the author comes to the conclusion, that, in the 
present state of medical science, it is impossible to form such a classification of 
remedial agents as would be found altogether perfect The plan adopted by 
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Drs. Edwards and Vavasseur, it will be seen, is neither entirely original, nor, 
as they admit, free from imperfection. Believing that a knowledge of the most 
conspicuous primitive physiological changes effected on the whole or several 
parts of the system by the application of medical agents, furnishes the most ra¬ 
tional basis for their arrangement, they have proceeded, as nearly in accordance 
with such a view as the present data permit, in making the following di¬ 
visions:— 

1st. Caustics, which, by a chemical action, produce disorganization in those 
parts of the body with which they come in contact. 

2d. j Rubefacients and Epispastics, which induce inflammation in the parts to 
which they are applied, without producing disorganization. 

3d. Astringents, which, applied to the living tissues, produce a kind of fibrous 
constriction that is local. 

4th. Tonics , which, by their general operation, tend to increase the energy 
of the organs. 

5th. Stimulants, which excite the tissues of organs, and increase the activity 
and rapidity of their functions. This class they subdivide into— 

General Stimulants , the action of which is determined through the whole sys¬ 
tem; and 

Special Stimulants , the operation of which is restricted more particularly to 
one or more organs, as to the kidneys, skin, nerves, &c. 

6th. Narcotics or Soporifics, which act specially upon the nervous system, 
tending to diminish its action essentially, or even to produce a momentary sus¬ 
pension of its functions. 

7th. Emetics , which induce contraction in the stomach and abdominal mus¬ 
cles, and thus occasion vomiting. 

8th. Purgatives , which produce a moderate and temporary' irritation over the 
internal surface of the intestines, giving rise to alvinc evacuations. 

9th. Laxatives , which also produce alvinc evacuations, but act rather as emol¬ 
lients than irritants. 

10th. Temperanls , which moderate the too great activity of organs, more es¬ 
pecially the rapidity of the circulation. 

11th. Emollients , which tend to soften the tissues with which they come in 
contact 

12lli. Anthelmintics , which, without acting in a decided manner upon the ge¬ 
neral system, cause the death or evacuation of intestinal worms. 

In the description of each medicine there is given—1st The names under 
which it is most usually known, and particularly the popular, pharmaceutical, 
and scientific appellations, whether botanical or chemical. 2d. Its origin. Sd. 
When the substance is vegetable, the botanical characters of the plant furnish¬ 
ing it are also given: the names of the families to which the plants belong, as 
well as those which designate the medicinal substances derived from the mine¬ 
ral kingdom are, to prevent repetition, presented in synoptical tables at the 
close of the book. 4th. The physical properties, under which title is com¬ 
prised a description of the state in which it is most frequently found in com¬ 
merce. 5th. Its chemical qualities. 6th. The incompatible substances, or those 
with which it should never be united in a pharmaceutical preparation. 7th. Its 
preparation. 8th. Its mode of action on the Bystem, and therapeutical employ- 
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ment. 9th. The doses in which it is administered, with the different modes of 
using it both externally and internally. The principal officinal preparations in 
which it enters aa a component part, its composition and doses. Finally, 
some magistral formulx for the purpose of exemplifying the manner in which 
it is prescribed. 

What contributes to render this treatise particularly valuable, are the bota¬ 
nical and therapeutical contributions. Every one knows that botany is closely 
allied to medicine, but we have never found this alliance so forcibly exhibited 
as in the work before us. The student of materia mcdica, who might wish to 
enquire into the botanical characters of a plant, will find every thing furnished 
to his hand, without the trouble of searching into botanical treatises. 

The pharmaceutical portion embraces a very great mass of information which 
has been judiciously extracted, and skilfully condensed from almost every re¬ 
spectable source. The history of each remedy is accompanied with the princi¬ 
pal officinal preparations into which it enters as an essential ingredient, their 
composition, doses, &c. and so far is tliis carried as to include the different pre¬ 
parations, not only of the Paris, London, Edinburgh, and Dublin Dispensato¬ 
ries, but those also of Austria, Russia, Finland, Denmark, Prussia, Poland, Ma¬ 
drid, Holland, and even other European authorities; to all which the translators 
have judiciously added those of the United Stales. Most of the formulx of Ma- 
gcndic, and those presented in Ratier’s account of the Civil Hospitals of Paris, 
and those also of Guy’s Hospital, London, will be found in this manual. It tints 
contains all the pharmaceutical information that the physician can desire, and 
in addition, a larger mass of information, in relation to the properties, &c. of the 
different articles and preparations employed in medicine, than any of the dis¬ 
pensatories, and we think will entirely supersede all these publications in the 
library of the physician. 

IVe have thus attempted to convey some idea of the treatise under consider¬ 
ation, as it came from the hands of its authors, and we have spoken with the 
greater assurance from no short acquaintance with the original. It remains for 
us to say, that we believe the version has been very faithfully made, and the 
American translators arc moreover entitled to praise for having added much va¬ 
luable information relative to the medicinal preparations and plants which have 
been treated of by different writers on this side of the Atlantic; and in these 
additions they have succeeded well in following the method pursued in the 
original. G. E. 

XXV. JOe Hydrorrhea Uteri Gravidarum; commentatio inaugvralis. Auctorc 
Joaxses Baptiste Geie. Heidelburg. 8vo. pp. 54. 

The affection treated of in this dissertation, consists of a discharge of water 
from the gravid uterus, which is neither preceded nor followed by contractions, 
nor by dilatation of the orifice of the womb; disturbing utero-gestation very 
slightly or not at all, the woman going her full time, and always having the 
membranes distended in the usual manner during labour. Such discharges are 
rarer during the early stages of pregnancy, from the third even to the fifth or 
seventh month, and more common afterwards: the quantity of fluid is exceed¬ 
ingly variable, and sometimes an almost incredible discharge takes place. In 



